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THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  WILLIAM  BOLTON  OF 
READING,  MASS. 

By  Chakles  Knowles  Bolton  of  Cambridge, 

Bolton,  Lancashire,  England,  whence  came  all,  proba- 
bly, who  bear  the  name  of  Bolton,  has  its  origin,  says 
Whitaker,  evidently  in  the  Saxon  Boel,  mansio,  implying 
that  it  was  the  residence  of  some  Saxon  thane.  Before  the 
conquest  Bodelton,  or  Bolton,  was  the  property  of  Earl 
Edwin,  son  of  Leofwine  and  brother  of  Leofric,  earls  of 
Mercia.  Oughtred  de  Bolton  (1135)  was  a lineal  represen^- 
tive  of  the  Saxon  Earls  of  Mercia,  and  the  first  man  known 
to  have  borne  the  name  of  Bolton . 

1.  William^  Bolton,  came  to  Reading,  Mass.,  in  1720-21, 
and  settled  in  the  North  Parish.  He  married  Jan. 
5,  1720,  Elizabeth  White  of  Andover.  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  J ohn  and  Sarah  White,  was  born  April 
8,  1688  ; she  joined  the  South  Church  of  Andover  June 
1,  1712.  Mr.  Bolton  died  Sept.  10,  1725,  and  on  Jan., 
15,  1739  his  widow  married  Timothy  Dorman  of  Box- 
ford.  William  and  Elizabeth  had  : 

2.  i.  William^  b.  at  Reading,  Oct.  25,  1721  ; m.  Mary 

ii.  John,  b.  at  R.  April  29, 1724  ; died  atCape  Breton 
in  1746.  He  lived  at  Andover. 

2.  William^  Bolton  (William^)  was  born  at  Reading  Oct. 

25,  1721;  he  married,  1st,,  Mary ; 2d.,  Sarah 

Lewis  Sept.  18,  1788,  at  Reading.  He  served  in  the 
French  • wars,  and  from  ^ /^//  • 

1755  on,  held  the  office  of  ^ 

tithingman  “whose  power  reached  over  the  thresh 
old  of  every  family  in  the  hamlet ; it  was  patriarchal, 
fatherly,  neighborly.”  May  28,  1773  he  moved  to 
Shirley,  having  bought  part  of  the  estate  of  “ Jon?? 
Moore,  GenP.”  William  and  Mary  had  : 

3.  i.  William^  jr.,b.  at  R.  June  21,  1744  ; m.  Abigail 
Sheldon. 


ii  Daniel,  b.  July  1,  1747,  at  Reading. 

4.  iii.  Ebenezer,  b.  at  R.  Jan.  12,  1749  ; m.  Elizabeth 

Damon. 

iv.  Edward,  b.  at  R.  May  25,  1751 ; lived  at  Shirley. 

5.  V.  Aaron,  b.  at  R.  Feb.  12,  1753  ; m.  Dorcas  Win- 

ship. 

vi.  Lois,  b.  at  R.  Feb.  28,  1757  ; m.  at  Windsor, 
Conn.,  Ephraim  Lord,  July  14,  1774. 

6.  vii.  Timothy,  b.  at  R.  May  5, 1759;  m.  Sybil  Bennett. 

viii.  Mary,  b.  at  R.  Feb.  11,  1761. 

ix.  Susanna,  b.  at  R.  Nov.  22,  1763. 

X.  Eunice,  b.  at  R.  Dec.  18,  1764. 

3.  William^  Bolton,  jr.  (William^,  William^),  was  born  af, 
Reading  June  21,  1744;  married  Mrs.  Abigail  Sheldon 
at  R.  March  28,  1765,  and  died  May  7,  1780.  He  was  a 
volunteer  in  Henry  Haskell’s  company  which  marched 
from  Shirley  on  the  alarm  of  April  19,  1775.  He  was 
in  camp  at  Cambridge  in  1776,  and  fought  under  Gen. 
Stark  at  the  battle  of  Bennington.  In  1779  Sergeant 
Bolton  was  in  the  2d  Massachusetts  Regiment  on  the 
Hudson.  His  children  were  : 

i.  ABIGAIL^  b.  at  R.  Feb.  16, 1766;  m.  Joseph  Chaplin 

a Continental  soldier,  and  d.  Mar.  8,  1844,  at 
Danville,  Vt. 

ii.  Nelly^  b.  Dec.  29,  1769  ; d.  at  S.  Feb.  1, 1770. 

iii.  William^  jr.,  b.  at  S.,  Oct.  14,  1771;  rn.  Sally 

Farnsworth  of  Groton,  and  lived  at  Reading, 
Shirley  and  Fitchburg.  He  had  : 

i.  David®,  b.  at  R.  March  2,  1791 ; he  and  his 
wife  Phoebe  lived  at  F.  ; two  children. 

ii.  William®,  b.  at  R.  March  13,  1792  ; unm. 

iii.  Aaron®,  b.  at  S.  June  16,  1795;  lived  at 
F.  with  his  wife  Sally  ; had  six  chil- 
dren. 

7.  iv.  JoHN^  b.  at  S.  Oct.  24,  1774  ; m.  Betsy  Tilton. 

V.  Thomas^,  b.  at  S.  Aug  22,  1775  ; d.  in  1801,  a 

sea  captain. 

vi.  ELEANOR^  b.  in  1776  at  Shirley. 

vii.  Nelly*,  b.  at  S.  Aug;  12,  1777. 

7.  John*  Bolton  (William^,  William'^,  William^)  was  born 


3. 


at  Shirley,  Oct.  24:,  1774.  He  had  a woolen  mill  at 
Danville,  Vt.,  probably  the  first  in  the  state,  and  died 
March  28,  1843.  He  married  1st  Betsy  Tilton,  a girl 
of  17,  in  1798  ; 2d  Cynthia  Chamberlin,  Sept.  7,  1806  ; 
3d  Abigail  Wesson,  March  4,  1830,  John  and  Betsy 
had  : 

i.  W^iLLiAM®,  b.  at  D.  May  8, 1799  ; m.  Alma  Hooker, 

June  18, 1818.  He  was  for  fifteen  years  post- 
master at  Boltonville,  and  d.  Oct.  27,  1883 
Children:  Mary,  John,  Alden,  Harriet,  Cyn- 
thia. 

ii.  Luther  C.®,  b.  at  D.  Feb.  19,  1801  ; m.  Julia 

Hooker,  and  d.  Oct.  25,  1873.  Children  ; 
Charles,  Plynn,  Lucy,  Francis,  Nathan,  Milo. 

iii.  Susanna®,  b.  at  D.  Aug.  22,  1803  ; d.  Nov.  22, 

1804. 

John  and  Cynthia  had  : 

iv.  Eliza®,  b.  at  D.  May  20,  1807  ; m.  Loren  Chase. 

Her  grandson,  Capt.  E.  S.‘  Kendall,  is  town  ' 
clerk  of  Westminster,  Mass. 

V.  Alvin®,  h.  at  D.  Mar.  25,  1809  ; m.  Florinda  Dan- 
forth,  April  14,  1842.  . 

vi.  Elizabeth®,  h.  at  D.  June  4,  1810  ; d. 

vii.  Mary®,  d.  at  D.  Aug.  29,  1811  ; m.  James  Remick. 
viii  Abigail®,  b.  at  D.  Oct.  2,  1814 ; m.  Levi  H. 

Harris. 

ix.  Cynthia®,  h.  at  D.  Mar.  25,  1818  ; d.  Mar.  29, 
1829. 

X.  Eleanor®,  b.  at  D.  June  2,  1820  ; m.  Samuel  B- 
Parker  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 

xi.  Harriet®,  b.  at  D.  July  7,  1825  ; d. 

John  and  Abigail  had  : 

xii.  John®,  b.  at  D.  Feb.  8,  1831  ; m.  Harriet  Denison* 

4.  • Ebenezer^  Bolton  (William^  William^)w  as  horn  at 

Reading  Jan.  21,  1749;  mar- 
ried  1st  Elizabeth  Damon  at 

R.  Feb.  20,  1771.  He  moved  to  Westminster  in  1773, 
and  married  2rl.,  Mrs.  Hannah  Barnes,  Apr.  16,  1822  ; 
at  the  division  of  the  town  in  1785  he  was  made  a resi- 
dent of  Gardner.  After  the  call  of  the  19th  of  April  he 
enlisted  into  the  American  army  ;camped  at  Prospect 
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Hill,  and  fought  at  Bunker  Hill  and  at  Bennington. 
He  left  his  “ pew  in  Gardner  meeting-house  in  the 
Gallery  at  the  south  west  corner  ” to  his  son  Ebenezer. 
Mr.  Bolton  died  in  1835.  He  had  by  the  first  wife  : 

i.  Betsy*,  b.  at  R.  Aug.  9,  1771  ; in.  jSiathan  Taft. 

ii.  Esther*,  b.  at  W.  Dec.  18,  1773;  m.  Joseph 

Baker. 

hi.  Jerusha*,  b.  at  W.  Oct.  17,  1775  ; in.  Silas  Holt, 
iv.v.  Abram*  and  Asa*  (twins) ; died, 
vi.  Ebenezer*,  jr.,  b.  at  W.  Feb.  14,  1778  ; m.  Len- 
day  Leland.  He  was  sergeant  and  clerk  of  the 
Gardner  company  in  the  war  of  1812.  He 
had  : 

i.  Hollis®,  b.  at  G.  Dec.  1,  1799  ; m.  Betsy 
Sawin,  June  4,  1822,  and  had  at  W,  ten 
children.  Franklin  E.  and  A.  J.  Bolton 
have  been  selectmen  of  Westminster. 

ii.  Horatio  Nelson,  b.  at  G.  May  25,  1806. 

iii.  Emily,  b.  at  G.  Feb.  26,  1814. 

iv.  Ransom,  b.  at  G.  May  9,  1817. 

V.  Rhoda,  b.  at  G.  Dec.  24,  1821. 
vi.  Bellarmin,  b.  at  G.  Oct.  10,  1824. 

Aaron®  Bolton  (William^,  William')  was  b!  at  Reading 
Feb.  Iti,  1753.  He  came  to  Westminster  in  1774  and 
married  April  12,  1774,  Dorcas,  daughter  of  Jonas  and 
Mary  Winship.  He  marched  to  Cambridge  April 
19th  ; served  under  Capt.  Reed  at  Machias  in  1777, 
and  later  received  the  title  of  Captain.  Capt.  Bolton 
was  selectman  of  Westminster  in  1800-1  and  1803-4, 
and  in  the  Worcester  county  deeds  is  styled  “Aaron 
Bolton,  Gentleman.'’  He  died  April  29,  1837. 

i.  Dorcas*  b.  at  W.  Sept.  25,  1778;  m.  Samuel 

Clark. 

ii.  Hannah*,  b.  at  W.  June  26,  1783  ; m.  Moses 

Thurston. 

iii.  Eunice*,  b.  at  W.  Aug.  9,  1786  ; m.  Joseph 

Jackson. 

iv.  Nancy\  b.  at  W.  July  31,  1788 ; m.  Josiah 

Jackson. 


6 


V.  MARY^  b.  at  W.  May  21,  1791  ; m.  Ohio  Whit- 
ney, a public  spirited  citizen  ot  Ashbiiriiham, 
as  was  their  son,  tlie  Hon.  Ohio  Whitney,  jr. 

vi.  Louice^  b.  at  W.  Jan.  8, 1794;  m.  Caleb  Wilder, 


vii.  MATILDA^  b.  at  W.  Nov.  21,  1796  ; m.  Nehemiah 

Shumway. 

viii.  Aarojn^  b.  at  W.  Oct.  9,  1800  ; d.  Jan.  22,  1803. 

6.  Timothy®  Bolton  (William^  William^)  was  born  at 
Readiiii^  May  5,  1759. 


moved  from  Shirley  to 

Connecticut.  He  married  at  Shirley  May  14,  1778, 
Sybil  Bennett,  daughter  of  Moses  Bennett,  jr.  and 
Sarah  Blood  of  Shirley,  born  Sept.  17,  1755.  A boy 
of  sixteen,  lie  marched  to  Cambridge  Common  on 
hearing  of  the  fight  at  Lexington.  During  the  siege 
of  Boston,  in  1775,  he  was  on  Prospect  Hill  with  Capt. 
Robert  Longley,  and  took  part  at  Bunker  Hill,  June 
17th.  He  inherited  his  father’s  property. 

i.  Mary'*,  b.  at  S.  Feb.  1,  1778  ; d.  unmarried. 

ii.  Edward',  b.  at  S.  Feb.  5, 1780  ; m April  17,  1800, 

Elizabeth  Sanderson,  and  d.  in  1834. 

i.  Leonard®,  b.  at  S.,  Nov.  28,  1800;  moved  to 
Maine. 

ii.  Edward  Bennett®,  b.  at  S.  Nov.  28,  1802  ; 
d.  March  10,  1882. 

iii.  Mary®,  b.  at  S.  March  15,  1805. 

iv.  William®,  b.  at  S.  March  17,  1807  m.  Sybil 
Kezer  of  S.  and  moved  to  Enosbur}^  Vt. 

V.  Elye®,  b.  at  S.  April  17,  1809  ; m.'  Rebekah 
Nichols  of  R.  March  6,  1831. 
vi.  Elizabeth®,  b.  at  S.  Nov.  19,  1819  ; m.  1st. 
Wentworth  Sanderson  of  Harvard,  1838  ; 
m.  2d.  Eli  Stone  of  Groton  in  1866. 

iii.  Olive,  b.  at  S.  Oct.  19,  1781  ; m.  John  Darby  of 

Fitchburg.  June  7,  1801. 

iv.  Oliver,  b.  at  S.  Oct.  9,  1783.  Moved  to  New 


V . Eunice,  b.  at  S.  May  1 3,  1 786  m.  Isaac  Sanderson 


After  the  Revolution  he 


York. 
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of  Harvard;  had  sixteen  children  and  died 
Dec.  8,  1860. 

S.  vi.  AIoses  Benn^ett,  b.  at  S.  Aug.  26,  1788  ; m.  Sarah 
R.  Bliss  (See  Bliss  Genealogy). 

vii.  Lucinda,  b.  at  S.  July  1,  1791  ; m.,  abt.  1810, 

Erastus  Glover  of JWilbraham,  desc.  from  John 
Glover  of  Prescot,  England.  (See  Glover  Gene- 
alogy.) Children  : Adaline,  Benjamin,  Albert 
Samuel. 

viii.  Eliab,  b.  at  S.  Feb.  23,  1791: ; d.  Sept.  11,  1796. 

ix.  Eliab  Going,  b.  at  S.  Dec.  19,  1797  ; m.  in  1821 

Dorcas  R.  Farwellof  Groton.  He  was  stationed 
at  Fort  Warren,'  Boston,  during  the  war  of 
1812,  and  d.  Feb.  18,  1876. 

i.  George  FulsonP,  b.  at  G.  Jan  10,  1822  ; d. 
Sept.  20,  1847 

ii.  Mary  Ann*,  b.  at  G.  June  17,  1823  ; m. 
James  Hartwell  July  2,  1839. 

iii.  Pamela  Jane*, b.  at  G.  Nov.  24,1825;  m.Geo. 
B.  Cartwright,  a merchant  of  Boston,  June 
25,  1863,  and  lives  in  Roxbury,  Boston. 

iv.  Eliab  Going*,  jr.,  b.  at  G.  Oct.  28,  1828  ; 

m.  Betsy  L.  Place  of  Bolton,  Nov.  4,  1865. 
He  lives  at  Chester,  Vt.,  and  has  : 1.  George 
E.,  b.  June  18,  1867.  2.  William  E.,  b. 

Aug.  28,  1870.  3.  Myra  E.,  b.  Sept  11, 
1872.  Eliab  G.,  b.  July  17,  1875.  5.  War- 
ren E.,  b.  Aug.  22,  1877.  6.  Maude  M.,  b. 
Dec.  28,  1879.  7.  Walter  E.,  b.  Feb.  10, 
1881.  8.  Bertie  A.,  b.  Aug.  30,  1883.  9. 

Lillian  F.,  b.  Feb.  9,  1886. 

V.  Christiana  Rock  wood*,  b.  at  G.  Aug.  22, 
1831  ; m.  Isaac  T.  Wilder  of  Bartonsville, 
Vt.,  March  28,  1859. 

vi.  Nancy  Bigelow®,  b-  at  G.  June  3,  1833  ; m. 
Eliott  P.  Wilder  March  4,  1854  ; d.  Dec.  25, 
1862. 

vii.  Francis®,  b.  at  G.  March  5,  1843 ; d.  June 
12,  1844. 

S.  Moses  Bennett^  Bolton  (Timothy^  WillianP,  William^) 
was  born  at  Shirley  Aug.  26,  1788,  and  went  with  John 
King  to  Wilbraham  when  a boy.  He  married  Aug. 
14,  1811,  Sarah  Roxana  Bliss,  and  died  June  2,  1878 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Obed  and  Roxana  Bliss,  was  born 
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Oct.  20,  1792  ; descended  from  Thomas  Bliss  of  Devon- 
shire, England,  born  abt.  1540. 

i.  James  King®,  b.  at  W.  March  31,  1813  ; moved  to 

South  Hadley  Falls  and  married  Manila  Sophia 

Ingram  of  Amherst  Oct.  24,  1837  ; desc.  from 

John  Ingram  of  Hadley,  b.  1642- 

i.  James  j Wells®,  b.  at  S.  H.  P.  Jan.  6,  1839  ; 
d.  Sept.  24,  1840. 

ii.  Charles  Edward®,  b.  at  S.  H.  F.  May  16, 

1841  ; Amherst  College,  1865.  He  m.  Oct. 

16,  1866  Sarah  Knowles  of  Farmington, 

Conn.,  desc.  from  Henry  Knowles  of  R.  I. 
b.  in  London  1609;  came  to  N.  E,  in  1635. 

See  Appleton’s  New  Cyclopaedia  of  Amer- 
ican Biography  under  Sarah  Knowles  Bol- 
ton. Mr.  Bolton  moved  to  Cleveland,  0. 

He  has  been  through  Norway,  Russia, 

Turkey  and  Western  Europe,  and  has  lec- 
tured in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

See  Century  Magazine  for  January  1885, 
page  390,  for  an  account  of  the  ‘ ‘ Cleve- 
land Educational  Bureau”.  . 

hi.  John  King®,  b.  at  S.  H.  P.  Jan.  18,  1843; 
d.  Sept.  16,  1845. 

iv.  John  Ingram®,  b.  at  S.  H.  P.  July  3,  1845  ; 
m.  Ella  P.  Brickford  of  Biddeford  Me, 

April  29,  1875.  Lives  in  New  York  City. 

V.  Arthur  Leroy®,  b.  at  S.  H.  P.  Oct.  19,  1847  ; 
d.  Oct.  7.  1848. 

vi.  Ellaroy  Marilla®,  b.  at  S.  H.  P.  Oct.  8,  1849  ; 
m.  Fred’k.  T.  Richards  March'20,  1871  ; son 
Fred’k  Smith^,  b.  at  Springfield  March  7, 

1874. 

ii.  Henry  Elliot,  b.  at  W.  May  9, 1815;  m.  Catherine 

Moody  of  Granby,  and  lives  at  Bondsville. 

i.  Edward  May®,  b.  Oct.  9, 1837 ; d.  May  1, 1838. 

ii.  Mary  Catherine®,  b.  May  2,  1839 ; m. 

Henry  Josslyn. 

hi.  Henry  Elliott®,  jr.  b.  Aug.  18,  1841  ; m. 

Sarah  L.  Reed. 

iv.  Edward  May®,  b. . Living  at  Holyoke. 

V.  Hattie  Emily®,  b.  Feb.  2,  1856. 
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iii.  George  Washington,  b.  at  W.  Feb.  22,  1817  ; m. 

Ruth  Gilbert  of  Brookfield.  He  lives  in  Mich- 
igan. 

i.  Wealthy  F.,  m.  Stephen  A.  Blanchard. 

ii.  Ida  A®.,  m.  Loren  E.  Robinson. 

iii.  Laura®,  m.  John  Wells. 

iv.  Calvin  Oney®,  unmarried. 

iv.  Obed  Bliss,  b.  at  W.  Nov.  24,  1818  ; in.  Caroline 

Jane  Snow  of  Brookfield,  Aug.  29,  1842  and 
lives  at  South  Hadley.  He  has  : 

i.  William  Curtis®,  b.  at  S.  H.  F.  March  2, 
1851.  Lives  in  New  York  City. 

V.  Francis,  b.  at  W.  Nov.  20,  1820 ; m.  Sarah 

Stebbins  of  Granby  Dec.  6,  1842.  He  was  an 
engineer  in  the  Andes  and  at  Panama  before  he 
moved  to  Hartford.  He  had  : 

i.  Cynthia®,  b.  at  New  Bedford  Jan.  23.  1845  ; 
m.  D.  B.  Hazen  July  10,  1866:  Mr.  Hazen 
is  Supt.  of  Schools  at  Batavia  111.,  and  has: 
Emma,  Frances,  Jennie. 

ii.  George  Henry®,  b.  at  Taunton  July  14, 
1847  ; m.  Frances  Holt  of  Taunton. 

vi.  Eliza  Bliss,  b.  at  W.  June  19,  1822  ; m.  Edwin 

Patterson  Oct.  10,  1843  and  lives  at  Agawam. 

i.  Henrietta  Frances®,  b.  Oct.  8,  1844  ; ni.  T. 
C.  Parsons. 

ii.  John  Sylvester®,  b.  Aug.  19,  1846  ; m.  L. 
B.  Richmond. 

iii.  Lucy  Clemence®,  b.  Aug.  28,  1850 ; d. 
March  2,  1854. 

iv.  Louise  Cummings®,  b,  Nov.  20,  1855;  unm. 

vii.  Lucy  Bartlett,  b.  at  W.  Sept.  3,  1824 ; m.  1st. 

Calvin  Beckwith  jr.  Sept.  21,  1843  ; he  d.  June 
13,  1857.  She  m.  2d.  Gilbert  G.  Moody  of 
Springfield  Sept.  3,  1867.  Mr.  Beckwith  had  : 
i.  Nellie  Elizabeth®,  m.  E.  D.  Hager  of 

N.  Blenheim  N.  Y. 

viii  Mary  Ann,  b.  at  W.  Sept.  12, 1826  ; d.  June  4,  1837. 
ix.  Moses  Bliss,  b.  at  W.  June  1,  1828  ; m.  Lucinda 
Augusta  Vinton 'in  1851. 

X Samuel  Slater,  b.  at  W.  June  10,  1832.  In 
Michigan- 


!r.  Bolton  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  graduated  from  Amherst  College  in  1865.  He  spent  six 
jons  traveling  through  Europe.  In  1880  he  was  a delegate  to  the  World’s  Convention  of  Young  Men’s 
jistian  Associations,  and  to  the  Sunday-School  Centenary  held  in  London.  While  abroad  he  corres-  ■* 
ded  for  the  Chicago  rri6Mne,  Cleveland* Leader,  Springfield  Boston  Congregationalist, 

!r  journals,  and  has  written  for  St.  Nicholas  and  Wide  Awake.  In  1881  he  formed  the  Cleveland  Edu- 
onal  Bureau,  which  gave  each  winter,  in  the  great  Tabernacle,  to  four  thousand  persons,  a course  of 
lectures,  preceded  by  concerts  and  half-hour  preludes  on  important  subjects,  and  choice,  brief  books.  ' 
il  number  of  pages  given  to  members,  six  millions.  The  Century  Magazine  for  January,  1885,  page  390,  1 
-ains  an  excellent  article  on  the  Educational  Bureau  from  the  gifted  pen  of  Rev.  Washington  Glad- 
, D.  D.  Mr.  Bolton  recently  visited  Norway  and  Sweden,  camping  for  several  days  at  the  North 
e.  He  has  traveled  twenty-five  hundred  miles  in  Russia,  also  thoroughly  over  America.  During  the 
ire  seasons  of  1885-’86-’87,  he  gave  hundreds  of  lectures  in  the  large  cities  East,  West,  North  and  1 
th,  and  at  most  of  the  Chautauquas. 
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SARAH  K.  BOLTON. 

BY  MABELLE  B.  BIGGART,  CLEVELAND,  O. 

Mrs.  Bolton  impresses  a stranger  with  her  sweet,  strong 
face,  her  gentle  dignity,  refinement  of  manner,  and  deep 
sympathy.  These  impressions  deepen  with  acquaintance, 
and  one  sees  how  perfectly  she  has  mirrored  much  of  her 
noble  self  in  her  poetry  and  in  her  books.  Girls  and  boys 
so  often  say,  “ Tell  us  about  Mrs.  Bolton,”  that  I give 
this  sketch  of  her  life  out  of  a heart  that  loves  the  woman 
and  admires  the  author. 
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Mrs.  Bolton’s  father,  John  S.  Knowles,  was  a gentle- 
man of  the  old  school,  a man  of  refined  manners  and  love 
of  culture ; her  mother  descended  from  the  Stanleys,  a ' 
prominent  family  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  was  a woman 
of  unusual  force  of  character  and  sterling  common  sense. 
Sarah,  their  oldest  child,  was  much  esteemed  by  her 
father  because  of  her  early  advancement  in  school.  Atj 
the  age  of  eight  years  she  had  studied  arithmetic  and  as-1 
tronomy.  Her  first  poem  was  written  wh^n  she  was 
eight,  a poem  of  four  stanzas,  one  each  to  father,  mother, 
and  only  brother,  and  an  only  sister.  The  same  year  an 
incident  occurred  which  is  characteristic  of  her  courage 
and  gratitude.  In  order  that  she  might  not  miss  a day 
at  school,  she  induced  the  little  boy  who  lived  with  her 
father  to  walk  before  her  in  the  deep  snow  of  a New 
England  winter,  making  places  for  her  feet  with  his  larger 
hoots.  One  day  the  frolicsome  boy  threw  a snowball  at  a 
passing  team  ; the  angry  driver  jumped  from  the  sleigh 
and,  brandishing  his  whip,  rushed  at  the  children.  The 
boy  ran,  but  the  little  girl  raised  her  hand,  saying,  “ You 
I may  whip  me,  but  please  don’t  touch  Jamie,  for  he  breaks 
paths  for  me.”  The  man  looked  tenderly  in  the  child’s 
face,  returned  to  his  sleigh,  and  drove  away. 

While  very  young  she  was  particularly  fond  of  reading, 
and  filled  several  blankbooks  with  the  beautiful  things  she 
read.  Motley,  Prescott,  Guizot,  Hallam,  and  the  Brown- 
ings were  her  special  favorites. 

Her  father  died  when  she  was  eleven  years  of  age,  and 
at  fifteen  she  became  a member  of  the  family  of  an  uncle. 
Col.  H.  L.  Miller,  a lawyer  of  Hartford,  whose  extensive 
library  was  her  delight,  and  whose  house  was  a centre  for 
those  who  loved  scholarship  and  refinement.  Her  aunt, 
a descendant  of  Noah  Webster,  was  a woman  of  wide 
reading,  exquisite  taste  and  social  prominence.  The  priv- 
ilege of  meeting  in  this  home  with  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe, 
Mrs.  Sigourney,  and  other  authors,  was  highly  appreci- 
ated. She  graduated  with  honors  from  the  seminary 
founded  by  Catherine  Beecher. 

A small  book  of  her  poems  was  published  by  the  Ap- 
pletons,  while  she  was  still  in  her  teens,  and  a serial  novel 
appeared  in  a New  England  paper. 

She  married  Mr.  Charles  E.  Bolton,  a graduate  of  Am- 
herst College,  and  they  made  their  home  in  Cleveland,  O., 
where  Mrs.  Bolton  became  prominent  in  Christian  and 
philanthropic  endeavors,  and  many  Cleveland  homes  have 
memories  of  her  ministry  of  mercy.  I recall  an  incident 
related  to  me : Death  had  come  and  taken  a lovely  child 
from  a poverty-stricken  home,  and  the  mother’s  grief  was 
heightened  because  she  had  no  picture  of  her  child.  Mrs. 
Bolton  dressed  the  little  one  in  the  clothes  of  her  own 
baby,  and  the  form  of  the  child  was  so  skillfully  photo- 
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(graphed  that  the  likeness  was  very  life-like.  Her  visits 
to  such  homes,  and  such  ministrations,  have  formed  the 
character  and  developed  that  tenderness  that  enables  her 
j to  touch  the  hearts  of  her  readers  so  effectively. 

In  1884  Mrs.  Bolton  led  the  first  Temperance  Crusade 
in  Ohio,  and  with  scarcely  an  exception  her  gentleness 
and  her  Christian  spirit  paved  the  way  for  earnest  con- 
versation and  successful  effort.  She  was  soon  appointed 
assistant  corresponding  secretary  of  the  National  W.  C. 
T.  U.  Of  her  work  at  this  time  Frances  E.  Willard,  in 
Woman  and  Temperance,  says  of  her  newspaper  work, 
by  which  she  kept  the  movement  before  the  public,  that  she 
“ did  more  toward  getting  our  new  methods  before  the 
people  than  any  other  single  agency  has  compassed  up  to 
this  time.”  Not  long  after,  she  became  associate  editor 
of  The  Congregationalist,  where  she  proved  herself  an ; 
able  journalist. 

Mrs.  Bolton  has  spent  several  years  abroad,  where  she 
was  especially  fortunate  in  her  associations  with  Jean 
Ingelow,  Robert  Browning,  Dinah  Maria  Muloch,  and 
Frances  Power  Cobbe.  She  made  a special  study  of 
woman’s  higher  education  in  the  universities  of ' Cam- 
bridge and  Oxford,  as  well  as  of  the  neglect  of  woman 
among  the  lower  classes.  Social  Studies  in  England  i& 
a volume  of  her  magazine  articles. 

Since  her  last  visit  abroad  she  has  devoted  herself  ex- 
clusively to  magazine  and  book  work.  Among  her  pub- 
lished volumes  are  : How  Success  is  Won ; Poor  Boys 
who  Became  Famous ; Girls  who  Became  Famous ; 
Stories  from  Life  ; Famous  American  Authors, — all  of 
which  are  well  and  favorably  known.  In  connection  with  | 
her  son,  Charles  Knowles  Bolton,  a student  at  Harvard,  | 
she  has  published  a volume  of  poems,  entitled  From 
; Heart  and  Nature.  The  readers  of  the  Journal  need 
no  special  examples  of  her  work,  as  her  poems  appear  in* 
its  columns  more  frequently  than  those  of  any  other 
writer,  and  her  recent  article  on  Lowell  was  read  from  its 
columns  in  many  a schoolroom. 
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